
Advisor Comments... 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

December 1 

Farm & Home 

Show Committee 

Meeting @ 4:30 

PM—Courthouse 

December 4 
Office Closed—

Sara @ Meeting 

December 8 

4-H Junior Leaders 

Meeting @ 5 PM—

Courthouse 

December 15-16 

Sara Gone—SD 4-

H Youth Camp 

Task Force, 

Mitchell, SD 

December 18 
Office Closed—

Sara @ Meeting 

December 24 

Office open 8 am-

12 pm (Christmas 

Eve) 

December 25 
Office closed 

(Christmas Day) 

January 1 
Office closed (New 

Year’s Day) 

Grant County Extension 

Office 
 

210 E. 5th Ave. 

Milbank, SD 57252 

605-432-9221 

Fax: 605-432-9109 

Clover Patch 

Newsletter for Grant County 4-H 

December 2015 

December Power Project Day 

please take time to review it. There are 

new items for 4-H members to 

consider in doing part of their 4-H club. 

By sharing these items, it gives youth an 

opportunity to complete on their own 

time. 

 

Since I have been back from the NAE4-

H Conference, I have been going 

through the paperwork I have received 

and programming ideas. There were a 

few seminars that I attended personally. 

I enjoy blogging and at times I struggle. 

However, I attended a seminar and 

took more pride in the blog I created. I 

share programs that I do, columns I 

write for the paper and motivational 

pieces, with a hint of personal touch. 

You can view my blog at: 

https://witty4hadvisor.wordpress.com/ 

The last month of the year has 

arrived! We are busy wrapping up end 

of the year items and preparing for the 

holidays with family and friends. The 

Grant County Courthouse is 

beautifully decorated with trees 

throughout the foyers. Thank you to 

the 4-H clubs who took time to 

decorate a club tree.  

 

Speaking of end of the year items, it 

seems like my calendar is being filled 

with meetings. This month, I will be 

attending several as it’s time to start 

winter programming. In the January 

newsletter, we will be kicking off our 

winter programs. Look for more 

information then.  

 

Throughout this month’s newsletter, 

 

 The Junior Busy Bees 4-H Club will 

be hosting a Power Project Day on 

Monday, December 28 at 10 AM—

11 AM at the Grant County 

Courthouse Community Room.  

 

Pre-registration is required by 
Wednesday, December 23 to the 

Grant County Extension Office or 

to Susan Karels.  Participants pay 

for projects the day of Power 

Project Day.   
 

If any questions, please contact 

Susan at 605-237-0955 or 

Susan.Karels@k12.sd.us. 

SCRAPBOOK  

PAPER 

MAGNETS 

Each 4-Her will 

make 5 for $3 

TIE-DYE 

TSHIRTS 

4-Hers will 

either tie-dye/

or sharpie tie-

dye tshirts. 

Please bring 

your own t-

shirt (white 

works best) 

and $2. 
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Stay Connected with Grant County 4-H! 

Find information at:  SDSU Extension iGrow (www.igrow.org), Grant County South Dakota 4-H Facebook Page, or 

Grant County Website (www.grantcounty.sd.gov/countyoffices/extension) 

Check out our Facebook Calendar for upcoming activities and events! 

receive a Star Wars Lego room 

make-over. 

https://youtu.be/bd-qaxjb_T0.  

The cans are on display out in the 

community. They are currently 

located at Schuneman Equipment  

and will move to Runnings January 

4. The cans will be on display at 

the Grant County Farm & Home 

Show January 15-16. Promotional 
boards are being produced 

currently. Through Thrivent 

Financial, we were able to receive 

“seed” money to help use with 

our promotional items. 

 

Share with you family and friends 

about our community service 

project. 

 

About the Community 

Service Project 

At this year’s Teen Leadership 

Conference, over 150 youth 

selected raising money to grant 

one Make-A-Wish to a person in 

South Dakota.  Grant County 4-
H Leaders are challenging clubs 

to raise enough money to be 

able to grant one wish, which is 

approximately $5,000-$6,000. 

 

Make-A-Wish grants a wish to a 

child diagnosed with a life-

threatening medical condition.  

Check out how Make-A-Wish 

helped a child in Watertown 

Save your Spare Change for Make-A-Wish  

Enrollment is  open for re-

enrollment!  

We will be using 4honline.com 

again this year, all returning 

members must register through 

4honline.com using your email 

address. Please do not create a 
new account if you are re-

enrolling in 4-H. All enrollment 

paperwork, code of conduct, 

media release, and medical 

waivers will be electronically 

signed in 4honline.com. 

 

All new members will need to 

complete the 4honline.com 

registration as well. One 

important note, every family must 

have an email address in order to 

enroll in 4-H Online. Remember if 

you want to receive text 

messages, you must add number 

and check the box in enrollment. 

 

Participation at club and county 

levels are very important! There 
are participation requirements 

that have been set for 4-H 

members enrolled in a traditional 

club. Members must complete 

these participation requirements 

each year to earn any 

Achievement Day or special 

honors. 

 

Please review them as we move 

into a new 4-H year. 

 4-H member must attend four 

2015-2016 Enroll & Participation Requirements 

club meetings. 

 4-H member must complete 

4-H Record book. 

 4-H member must give a 

public 

presentation/demonstration at 

club or higher level. 
 

Each club may have their own 

discretion on what constitutes for 

meeting these requirements. Such 

as, working the Lunchstand at 

Achievement Days may count 

towards a club meetings. 

 

New 4-H independent guidelines 

are being created to properly 

graduate from the 4-H program. 

https://youtu.be/bd-qaxjb_T0
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Black Hills Stock Show 

Youth Day 
 

The 2016 Black Hills Stock Show 

Youth Day will take place January 30, 

2016 in Rapid City at the Central 

States Fairground and Walter Taylor 

4-H Building (601 E Centre St.).   

 

More detail information will be 

available at a later date. Registrations 

will be due January 15, 2016, the 

contestant packet will have 

instructions on where to send the 

registrations.   

 

 

 

 

  

 

Announcements... 

videos 1-6 under training. 

 

For re-enrolling volunteers, please watch 

video #6 through 4-H Online.  

 

These steps must be completed by 

January 1st. If you are a new enrollee, 

please note the Grant County 4-H 

Leaders pay the $10 enrollment fee. 

 

If you experience technological issues 

while viewing the videos, please contact 

the Grant County 4-H Office as we will 

assist you. 

 

There are two computers available at 

the office if enrollees need assistance 

during courthouse hours. 

4-H Sewing Club 

 
The December Sewing Club will 

meet December 12 at the 

Courthouse Community Room 

from 9 AM – noon.   

 

The project this month will be 

Christmas gifts and towels.  Please 

sign up a week  before the class 

and pay $5.00 to help cover 

supplies.   

 

Each class is limited to the first 10 

youth.  If any questions, please 

contact the 4-H office to register. 

4-H Volunteer 

Enrollment Process 

 
All 4-H volunteers must enroll or re-

enroll in 4-H Online yearly.  

 

For new volunteers, fill out a 4-H 

Volunteer Work Agreement, complete 

steps stated on form, and submit forms 

to the Grant County 4-H Office. 

The volunteer will receive an email 

from SD BOR instructing them to go to 

Hire Right address to complete the 

background check. Please make sure 

they do this and check their email for 

this final process in the background 

checks. 

Volunteers will need to complete 

enrollment through 4-H Online, watch 

South Dakota 4-H Calendars on SALE 

Beth Goodhart, Kiera Leddy and Noah Mursu are featured in the 
2016 South Dakota 4-H Calendar, out of over 800 photography 

exhibits. There are still copies of the calendar available for purchase 
at the 4-H Office. Each calendar is $5.00. 

Apply for 2015 4-H Camp 

Scholarships 
 

The SD 4-H Leader’s Association will 

again assist with camp fees in 2015. 

There is a $25 scholarship available for 

4-H’ers who attend Camp Poinsett. 

There is a $50 scholarship available for 

4-Hers who attend TLC or Performing 

Arts. Here is how the scholarship 

program works: 

Step 1: Register for the 2015 camp and 

pay the full camp fees. 

Step 2: Attend camp and have a great 

time! 

Step 3: Tell a group about camp. For 

the $25 4-H Camp Scholarship, tell one 

group. For the $50 TLC or Performing 

Arts, tell two groups and fill out the 

application. 

Applications are due December 31! 

http://igrow.org/up/resources/01-4125-2012.pdf
http://igrow.org/up/resources/01-4125-2012.pdf


Page 4 

Want to improve the quality of 

your 4-H meetings?  Some clubs 

have found that the best way to do 

this is to provide a “suggestion 

box” where members can 

anonymously submit suggestions 

for making your 4-H meetings 

more exciting and fun.   

 

A comment box like this provides 

an easy way for members to give 

officers feed-back each time the 

group meets about what could be 

done to make meetings even 

better.  Other clubs have simply 

reserved 5 minutes at the end of 

each meeting for members to 

mention what they thought went 

well and what could be improved.  

Engaging your youth member in 

continuously evaluating the 4-H 

experience will “Help Make the 

Want to Improve Your Club Meetings? 
Best Better”. 
 

Another awesome idea is to have 

your 4-H club members make their 

own clover.  This gives them the 

opportunity to communicate what 

they would like to learn, how they 

can help their community, hobbies 

that they can share, and what the 

club can do just for fun.  Find the 

template HERE or stop by the 

office for a printed copy. 

Youth interested in doing a Public 

Presentation at the Farm & Home 

Show may start signing up today 

until December 31.   
 

4-H Public Presentation is an 

opportunity for youth to 

demonstrate or give an illustrated 

talk to teach the audience a skill, 

concept or principle related to a 

project area.   
 

Youth must give at least two club 

presentations or one county 

presentation to meet project pin 

requirements and/or one 

Give a Public Presentation at Farm & Home Show 

presentation at club or county level 

to meet participant requirements.   
 

Public Presentation will take place 

on Saturday, January 16 at the 

Milbank High School, starting at 

9:00 am. in Classroom 43. 

Grant County 4-H Shooting Sports 

will be starting soon.  This 4-H 

special interest group is open to 

youth ages 8 -19 and youth do not 

need to be enrolled in 4-H.   

 

There will be new registration 

times.  Archery registration will be 

on January 4 at 6:30 pm above the 

Valley Queen Cheese offices 

(formerly the Old Hardware Hank) 

on Main St.  Entrance is on the 

north side.  Practices will be 

January 11. 

 

BB Gun, Air Rifle and Air Pistol 

registration will be held in 

conjunction with the Farm & Home 

Show January 15 - 16. 

Participants are asked to stop at 

Upcoming: 4-H Shooting Sports Registration 

the 4-H Shooting Sports booth to 

register.  Practices will begin on 

January 18 at 5:30 pm at the 4-H 

Exhibit Building at the 4-H 

grounds on Flynn Drive. 

The State 4-H Office releases an 

online 4-H FOCUS newsletter of the 

SDSU Extension 4-H Youth 

Development. This electronic 

newsletter is a direct communication 

from the desk of Peter Nielson, 

SDSU Extension 4-H Youth 

Development Program Director. 

 

In November, there was a brief 

update of the new Nordby Exhibit 

Hall for 4-H, Youth, and Community. 

Also in the newsletter is a link to the 

Fair and Fees article—highlighting 4-

H numbers, fees and finance for the 

2015 State Fair. 

 

If you have not yet subscribed for the 

4-H FOCUS newsletter, you may do 

so through this link: 

http://igrow.org/4h/south-dakota-

4h/4-h-focus/ 

4-H Focus: News from State 4-H 

http://www.extension.umn.edu/youth/mn4-H/volunteer/design-your-own-clover-worksheet.pdf
http://igrow.org/4h/south-dakota-4h/4-h-focus/
http://igrow.org/4h/south-dakota-4h/4-h-focus/
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Every accomplishment starts with the decision to try. 

Have you always wondered what 

‘curriculum’ means when you 

register for Achievement Day 

projects? Or, a new family deciding 

what project area interests you? 

 

The National 4-H Curriculum 

focuses on 4-H’s three primary 

mission mandates: science, healthy 

living and citizenship. These youth 

activity guides are filled with 

engaging experiences that cultivate 

the skills that youth need for 

everyday living as they gain 

knowledge about subjects that 

interest them. 

 

At the office we have many 

curriculum guides available for 

youth to complete. Currently, we 

are working on scanning the books 

to have a digital copy for families. 

To make families aware of the 

curriculum we have available, each 

month we will be featuring a 

curriculum activity. If it’s something 

you would enjoy, contact the Grant 

County 4-H Office for the 

complete activity guide to 

complete. 

 

How does this work as a project to 

exhibit? The exhibit will consist of 

the Activity Guide with seven 

newly completed activities and one 

finished product for the activity 

guide. Usually the curriculum 

comes with three levels, youth may 

enter a level each year; however, 

each year an additional seven 

activities and one finished project 

must be completed. 

 

About Child Development 

Curriculum 
Child Development is the study of 

the growth and development of 

young people. There are four 

general areas of growth and 

development that form the 

organizing framework for Kids on 

the Grow!: cognitive, emotional, 

physical and social.  

 

Youth need to know the progress 

they are making. It is important that 

adults and youth set learning goals, 

make a place to achieve the goals, 

mark progress through the project 

and then evaluate when the project 

ends. 

 

There is something for every youth 

in this curriculum. Kids on the Grow! 

4-H Curriculum Feature: Child Development 

features self-care, community 

service, parenting, careers working 

with children and much more. 

 

Activity 
In level one, Growing On My Own, 

first chapter you’ll use your head to 

plan and organize, and develop 

critical thinking skills. Use your 

critical thinking skills to discover 

what makes learning fun. 
 

Your activity is to collect pictures 

of yourself at different ages. Make a 

display or poster of your collection. 

Describe how you have changed on 

the outside and the inside. 

given to the winner in each grade 

level. 

 

A complete contestant packet and  

South Dakota 4-H Quotes to Live 

By Maxims and Educational Guide 

can be found at this link: 
http://igrow.org/events/sd-4-h-

quotes-to-live-by-essay-contest/ 

South Dakota 4-H and South 

Dakota State University Extension 

are hosting an essay contest for 

students in grades 4, 7 & 9 with 

registration due on January 31, 

2016. 

 
The contest is open to all 

students in South Dakota schools, 

home schools, and individual 4-H 

members. The contest is to 

inspire youth to reflect upon, 

express and commit to living by 

wise and enduring truths that will 

guide them to make ethical 

choices throughout their lives. 

 
Five winning essays will be 

selected in each grade statewide. 

Cash prizes and awards will be 

South Dakota 4-H Quotes of Live By Essay Contest 

http://igrow.org/events/sd-4-h-quotes-to-live-by-essay-contest/
http://igrow.org/events/sd-4-h-quotes-to-live-by-essay-contest/
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Grant County Extension Office 
210 East 5th Ave.— Courthouse                                                                                      

Milbank, So. Dakota   57252   
 

 

 

                                                                To: 

South Dakota State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and counties cooperating. South Dakota State University is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer (Male/Female) and offers all benefits, services, education and employ-
ment opportunities without regard for ancestry, age, race, citizenship, color, creed, religion, gender, disability, national origin, sexual preference, or Vietnam Era veteran status. 
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Make 

Plans... 
For the Grant County Farm & Home Show! 

January 15-16 at the Milbank High School 

Participate in this year’s 4-H Public Presentation at the Farm & Home Show! 

Junior Leaders Corner 
For youth ages 12 and older 

Are you a leader? If you positively influence and help others for a shared goal, you are a leader! Leaders aren’t just 

elected to an office or position. You can also be a member of committees, small groups and teams. You can develop 

your individual leadership skills by learning more about yourself and how you work with others. In the 4-H leadership 

project, you will learn leadership principles, help plan 4-H programs, and recruit members.  
 

Grant County 4-H Junior Leader has restructured the program by taking it one step beyond the club level. Youth ages 

12 and older were asked to fill out an application form to garner their interest. They will start meeting regularly after 

January 1st.  
 

However, you can still be a leader within your club. Communicate with your 4-H club leader and lead! Use this activity 

(Rope a Star) that focuses on communication skills within a group. 

Instructions: 

1. Tie the two ends of a 50- to 100-foot rope together in a 
knot to form a circle. Lay the circle out on the ground fully 

extended. 
2. Have young people stand in a circle outside the rope and 

pick up the rope with their right hands.  
3. The goal for the group is to work together 

to form a five-pointed star like we draw it, 
with all the lines being visible, not just the 

outline. Show the group a picture of a five-
pointed star as shown here.  

4. Group members may not release their right hands from 
the rope at any time during the activity, but they may slide 

their hands along the rope to move around.  
5. Allow time for the group to work on solving the challenge 

with all forms of communication.  

6. If the group is not making much progress because all group 

members are talking and no one is listening to any ideas, put 
restrictions on the group such as: 

• only girls may speak 
• only boys may speak 

• only a specific individual can give instructions for the group 
• only nonverbal communication can be used 

 
Discussion questions: 

1. Were you successful in creating the star with the rope? 
Why or why not? 

2. If you were unsuccessful in solving the challenge, what 
could have been done to achieve the goal? 

3. As a leader, what can you do to make sure good 
communication is being used when you lead a group? 


